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Newsletter Issue 12 – August 2020 

 

I can not believe the last time I 

wrote a newsletter it was 

February and we were so full of 

hope for the upcoming summer 

since then all of our lives have 

been affected in some way by the 

outbreak of a virus that has 

shocked us all.  However, we look 

forward and remain optimistic 

that things will get better very 

soon. 

 

 

 

“If we winter this one out, we 

can summer anywhere.”  

Seamus Heaney 

 

 

Coming up in this newsletter is the normal mix of our 

news and some island news.  Plus, my ramblings on 

the quietest of summers!  

 

“For myself I am an optimist - it does not 
seem to be much use to be anything else.” 

― Winston S. Churchill 

 

 

 Figure 2 The quiet streets of 
Mykonos Town Aug 2020 

Figure 1 Mykopotas Beach Ios July (yes July!) 2020 
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Our News 
I do not really wish to make this newsletter all about Covid – I think we possibly get 

enough news daily to be heartily sick of it.  For all of you that did not make it this 

year and have deferred to next year and to those still coming this year we will try our 

hardest as usual to make sure you have a lovely holiday and something to really look 

forward to.  Greece is still a safe destination if you are still considering a holiday this 

year (I am aware of the UK media constantly making people unsure of booking a late 

holiday) flights are low in cost the weather is fantastic and there is lots of availability 

with special offers on every island – get in touch for any further information We are 

also now selling holidays for 2021  

 

News from the Islands  

 
 

 

 

Mykonos  
Where do I start!!!  Unless 

you have lived in a cave or 

avoided all UK media in 

the last couple of weeks 

you certainly will not have 

missed Manchester 

United Captain and 

England defender Harry 

Maguire’s antics on 

Mykonos which led to him 

being brought to Syros for 

an initial court hearing on 

Saturday followed by him 

being found guilty in his 

absence on Tuesday.  

Although his trial was concluded speedily his lawyers (hot shot ones from Athens 

hired by Man U) have signalled that they will appeal, so this could go on as the appeal 

system here can take up to two years! It gave both islands the kind of publicity 

neither particularly need, just as I was telling everyone who would listen how quiet 

Mykonos is this year with no Cruise Ship passengers filling the streets of Mykonos 

town and around 40% of the number of tourists it would normally attract in August.   

Figure 3 Syros Town Hall (Law Courts) 
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Mykonos (again!)  
An exhibition I have managed to miss twice now (once in 

Tinos and once in the Benaki in Athens) entitled “From 

Homer’s World: Tinos and the Cyclades in the Mycenaean 

Age” is now being displayed at Mykonos Archaeological 

Museum. Until October 31st artefacts including findings 

from the beehive tomb at Agia Thekla on Tinos (a tomb 

for the aristocracy in the Cyclades apparently only three 

have so far been excavated), there are also other finds 

from other prehistoric sites in the Cyclades.  The museum 

also houses “The Mykonos Vase” a pithos found in 1961 

in Mykonos by a local man.  Dating back to the Archaic 

Period (around 675 BC) this is one of the oldest artefacts 

found depicting an image of the Trojan Horse (when 

found the Pithos contained human bones yuk!)  

 

Syros   
 

On longer ferry journeys 

every time the ship leaves a 

port you may hear an 

announcement in Greek and 

in English asking any doctor 

on board to make themselves 

known to the Crew, this is not 

generally because they have 

an emergency at that point, 

so there is no need to panic!  

It is a precaution, so I have no 

doubt that when Blue Star 

Chios left Kalymnos on 20th 

July bound for Piraeus the 

same announcement was 

made, unfortunately for the 

ship’s crew and especially 

Captain Yiannis Sigalas, no 

doctor presented him or 

herself and Captain Sigalas 

found himself in the role of midwife to a heavily pregnant woman, the baby born on 

the ferry was in good health and when the ship disembarked in Syros around 5  hours 

into its journey mother and baby were taken to our general hospital for observation 

 

Figure 4 The Mykonos Vase 

Figure 5 Blue Star ferry coming in to Syros port (2019) 
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Figure 6 Golden Beach Paros July 2019 

Paros 
Paros has knocked Milos off top spot this year in the annual poll of readers of 

Travel & Leisure Magazine, voted as number one in the best European island 

category, described as a “76 square-mile haven, with a combination of beautiful 

beaches, traditional architecture, picturesque villages, archaeological  sites and 

bustling nightlife.”  The American magazine also voted Paros second in the Best 

Islands in the World category with Milos in third. 

 

“Sea, autumnal sweetness, islands bathed in light, diaphanous cloak of 
delicate rainfall clothing Greece’s eternal bareness. “Happy the person,” 

I thought, “who is deemed worthy, before dying, to sail the Aegean.” 

This world offers many pleasures: women, fruit, ideas. But I think no 

pleasure exists that plunges a person’s heart into Paradise more than 

the joy of cutting across this sea on a gentle autumn day, murmuring 

the name of each island. Nowhere else are you transported from truth to 

dream with such serenity and ease. Boundaries fade; the mast of even 

the most dilapidated ship sprouts buds and grapes. Here in Greece, 
truly, necessity blossoms most certainly into miracle. 

 

― Nikos Kazantzakis, Zorba the Greek 

https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/1560878
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The Quietest of 

Summers 
 

Lock down here in Syros meant 

we were not allowed to leave the 

island.  I do need to add here if 

you are going to be “locked 

down” there are far worse places 

you could be. Watching the 

ferries pass by the window each 

day did make me feel slightly 

“island crazy” (the ferries ran on 

winter schedules until June to 

keep the islands fed and move 

the odd person who had 

permission).  

 

 So desperate for some retail therapy (including M&S even lock down did not change me!) 

we took ourselves to Athens for a long weekend, this was before the borders were 

reopened, with no international tourists Athens was a totally different experience.  Of 

course, being the 

capital city, it was 

not deserted and 

there were plenty of 

people in Ermou 

Street as would be 

the case on any 

Saturday afternoon 

but the lack of 

tourists was 

noticeable around 

the Acropolis, 

Roman Agora, 

Monastraki and 

Parliament where 

there were very few 

people watching the 

Evzones march up 

and down in front of 

the grave of the 

unknown soldier.  

 

 

Figure 7 Vari Beach Syros June 2020 

Figure 8 Very quiet Parliament Square June 2020 
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As we were leaving Parliament Square me in a rush to get coffee by the Zappeion I realised 

Brian was not behind me, he had in fact been “accosted” by a Greek reporter and camera 

man.  His views were sought on all kinds of issues including confidence in the Greek 

government.  We have no idea when/where or if this went out unfortunately so his moment 

of fame was sadly missed apart from in this fuzzy picture (you can tell it is mine I was 

laughing so my I could not hold the phone!)  

 
Figure 9 When you suddenly realise your husband is being interviewed! Athens June 2020 

 

Back from Athens as travel agents with no clients we found ourselves drifting to the 

beaches of Syros on a much more regular basis than would be normal (obviously this is not 

a hardship!) By July the seasonal hotels were opening up and we had a few visits planned 

so off we set on another of those mad island hops that I would never recommend to anyone 

who has a sound mind!  
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We started in 

Naxos big 

beautiful and 

sunny, Chora 

was busy in the 

evening and 

Agios Prokopios 

which is the 

islands busiest 

resort with one 

of the nicest 

beaches in the 

Cyclades had 

numbers you 

would normally 

associate with 

May but with 

the heat of July.  

We stayed in 

Naxos a couple 

of nights had a 

couple of 

meetings, plus a couple of afternoons on the beach, leaving minus two beach towels which 

some how lost along the way….. 

 

 

On to Santorini for another 

two nights, (for anyone who 

has read my previous 

newsletters work on the port 

is still not completed!). No 

cruise ships, no American or 

other international tourists 

(this has affected not just 

Santorini but Paros, Naxos 

Milos and Mykonos too) and 

with many hotels still closed 

Santorini was different, no 

scrums for photos of the 

sunset and no day-trippers 

crowding the small paths on 

the Caldera  

 

 

 

Figure 10 Plaza Beach Hotel - sunbeds on Plaka Beach July 2020 

Figure 11 The Caldera early morning July 2020 
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It was then on to Ios just one night this time and far to short!  Ios normally an island full 

of young people filling Mylopotas Beach and the Far Out Club in July, it was needless to 

say empty, giving you the chance to really appreciate just how beautiful it is, Ios is not 

called “the Flower of the Cyclades” for no reason it is truly stunning and if you take off 

and explore you find some of the most stunning beaches, especially Manginari beach famed 

as the beach where The Big Blue was filmed – a hint here dear reader (if there are any) 

make sure you have enough time and enough fuel!  

 

Finally, our last night was 

Mykonos – in July in Mykonos 

you tend to be lucky if you can see 

a beach for all the bodies lying on 

it, and you need a loan for the 

hire of a sunbed. Staying in Platis 

Gialos we got offered a free sun 

bed (unfortunately we could not 

take them up on it)  

 

While to us Mykonos seemed the 

busiest of the islands we had 

visited – hotel owners told us 

occupancy was worse than 

October – so yes it has been the 

quietest of summers.  

 

  

 

Back in June and July there was 

still a lot of optimism that tourism 

in August to the end of the season 

(with hotels hoping to stay open 

longer in to the end of October) 

would pick up however numbers 

have not so far reflected that but 

hope remains with cheap flights 

and plenty of availability you could 

argue there has never been a nicer 

time to visit the islands.  

 

With a couple of hours to spare 

before our return ferry to Syros we 

went to one of my favourite 

beaches; Agios Ionnis (Shirley 

Valentines Beach) for a coffee at 

Hippy Chic just to sit and take in the beautiful views over to Delos.  

Figure 12 Empty Sun Beds Platis Gialos Beach Mykonos July 2020 

Figure 13 Hippy Chic Agios Ionis July 2020 
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Notable Islanders 

Statues and memorial busts are 

a feature of all  the islands and 

even in the smallest of villages 

you will often see at least one 

bust or statue of some long dead 

person, they often have an 

inscription in Greek leaving you 

wondering who he or very 

occasionally she was, over the 

next few newsletters I will pin 

point some of the most notable 

statues that you may have seen 

and wondered about  

 

Standing proud just near the 

port of Naxos with his 

impressive handlebar 

moustache is Petros 

Protopapadakis (in Greek 

Πέτρος Πρωτοπαπαδάκης).    

 

Born in Apiranthos in Naxos in 

1860 he finished his secondary 

education in Syros before 

studying mining engineering in Paris.  The expertise he gained from his studies led him 

to pioneering a suspension railway in Naxos which transported emery from the mines 

around Apiranthos and Koronos to the port of Mountsouna on the east of the island.   

 

After various academic and civil service positions he entered politics in 1902, serving as 

Justice Minister in 1921 before being appointed Prime minster by King Constantine in 

May 1922, his premiership was very short-lived ending in September 1922, after a military 

coup d'état.  

 

Protopapdakis was put on trial by the new military rulers in November 1922 in what is 

known as The Trial of the Six held responsible with five others for the military defeat in 

that year known as the Asia Minor Catastrophe.  The coup leaders ordered the abdication 

of King Constantine 1 who left Greece for Sicily never returning to Greece.  He was 

replaced by his son George.   
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On the 15th November 1922 the six including Protopapadakis were executed by firing 

squad after being found guilty of high treason.    

 

In 2010 the Greek courts exonerated the six after new evidence was presented by 

Protopapadakis’s grandson.   The road in front of the port in Chora is named after him.  

 

As an aside also tried by the military trial at the same time as Protopapadakis was Prince 

Andrew of Greece, (another son of Constantine)  father of the Duke of Edinburgh.  He was 

also sentenced to death  this was later commuted to exile for life and he and his family 

including Philip, his infant son were evacuated from Corfu on a British Naval vessel.  

 

 Andrew returned to Greece only once briefly, after his sentence was quashed in 1936.   

 

Figure 14 Naxos Chora July 2021 
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And finally!  

 Keeping us busy still are the two dogs, 

three outdoor and one indoor cat.  Ethel 

despite being terrified of the sea when we 

adopted her is now a different dog!  She 

likes nothing more than running free on the 

beaches (when they are quiet) and paddling!  

 

 

 

 

A couple of books of interest to me are  

Rebetiko - David Prudhomme, - this a comic style graphic novel explores Rebetiko music, 

during the time of Metaxas – of interest especially on Syros which is the home of the 

most famous Rebetiko player Markos Vamvakaris 

Deadline in Athens: An Inspector Costas Haritos Mystery – Petros Markaris, when we 

get a weekend off, I am going to read this book which has been recommended to me as it 

apparently shows a very different side of Athens than the side we are used to seeing. 

Did you know the word Barbarian originates from Ancient Greek?  The origin of the word 

comes from the Greek barbaroi, which literally meant someone who doesn’t speak Greek, 

because they sounded like some animal going “bar – bar – bar.”!  

That is, it for this month thank you for taking the time to read this  

Take care of yourselves  

Rachel & Brian August 2020 

 

Time is the wisest counsellor of all.  – Pericles 
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Figure 15 Mykonos Town August 2020 


